
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 30 June 2011] 

 p5210a-5210a 
Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Robyn McSweeney 

 [1] 

REDRESS WA — PAYMENTS 

511. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Community Services: 

(1) How many Redress WA payments are waiting for assessment? 

(2) How many payments have been made to date under each payment level? 

(3) How many offers of payment have been made to date under each payment level? 

(4) How many payments to date have been made to the estates of deceased Redress applicants? 

(5) What is the total amount paid to date to Redress WA applicants? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

(1) There are 78 Redress WA payments waiting for assessment. 

(2) The payments made to date for level 1 are 607; level 2, 1 438; level 3, 943; and level 4, 746. 

(3) The offers of payment made to date for level 1 are 695; level 2, 1 555; level 3, 1 049; and level 4, 849. 

(4) There have been 66 payments to date to the estates of deceased Redress applicants. 

(5) The total amount paid to date is $82 411 500. 

I am very proud of the staff at Redress WA, and in particular Ms Stephanie Withers who has managed 
the Redress process. Our government has delivered payments to applicants and I have received many 
letters of thanks from recipients. Given the absolute shambles of a process that Labor left me with, I 
took charge of Redress and put in new guidelines to make it fairer for applicants, and we have had 
0.4 per cent complaints about the process. In fact, I had a letter from staff at 10 o’clock last night to say 
that 96.23 per cent of claims will have been assessed as of this morning. As I said, they worked until 
10 o’clock last night. There have been 4 226 claims finalised and there are 596 waiting for documents 
from applicants to be returned. There are 873 claims currently being approved that are going to the 
independent panel. There are 144 claims currently being assessed and 79 claims are waiting for 
assessment. That adds up to 5 918 claims. 

The previous government stands condemned for leading people up the garden path by saying that they would get 
$80 000. Hon Sue Ellery put out a press release in which she said —  

She — 

Meaning me — 

is hoping that for many of these people the time will never come for them to receive full payment. It is 
quite literally banking on the fact that time is not on the side of many of these people and as a result the 
Government will get a discount. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let the Minister for Community Services finish her answer. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I got legal advice on that statement because she made it on radio and in a press 
release, implying that I was hoping that people would die and that this government would get a discount — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Hon Sue Ellery is not fit to be the Leader of the Opposition. Every time she puts 
out a press release her credibility in Western Australia goes down further.  
 


